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. State Superintendent of Pullic Insiruction.

I have selected bus two subjects for the report.  The High
School ant School ‘Houses. .

We have no High School—we have no funds to sustain
one. Our County Commissioners failed to make any local
levy, and it is with difficulry that we can keep the common
schools in successtul operation three terms during the year.
Uatil the common schools can be kept open four terms, there
is but litile probability that the Buard will appropriate any
fands for a High School, notwithstanding their high appre-
ciation of such an iustitution. :

The secqud and sbsorbing subject with us is school honses.
Some sections are very needy, sud gome are grossly culpable,
They have not manitested sufficient interest in this matter
to secure any portion of the old fund devoted to such purpo-
pes. 'The castom in this County has been uniformly this i —
the patrous within the school district contributed about two-
thirds the valte of ‘the house to be built, and the Board fur-
mished the balance. In this way, many comlortable houses
have been erected. - In some localities, however, (Havre de
Grace, € g.,) nothing was doue on the part of the patrons,
and consequently they enjoy no part of the old builling
fund. Many of the sparsely populated patrons of the Coun-
ty have evinced more interest aud energy, and obtained wore
gatistactory results. We trust the towus aud villages in the
County will soon follow this worthy example.  1tisa lument-
able fact, that mauy interested persvus, who are prodigal in
other respects, are penwiious in this. Many who will spend
dollars for the amusement and unprofitable gratitication of
their children, are not witling to invest a dime 1n what might
be termed even a comfortable school howse. The question is,
‘what shall we do? Sowe say, suspend the Public Schools in
certain localities, until their proportion of the school {und is
pufficient to baild suitable houses. Sach action would en-
able us to keep more of our best teachers in the Couuty ; a8
it now i#, the better class will, of course, goto such Counties
as furnish the best houses and pay the best salaries. ’

The per.so@ who are geuerally the most tardy in all school
entérprises ; the most ready fault-finders ; the most severe
critics on the teachers ; and the first to give their invalunble
opivion of the school system ~are the small tax payers—such
a8 pay tax om ons thousand dollars,—that is, one dollar aud
8 halt a year-—aud yet who send, tree of charge, four child-
ren to the Public Bchool.  This brings the education of their
ghildren to precisely the sum of twelve and a half ceuts per
term—npmething like ane ceut a weck, ltisa ploasant con-
sideration, however, that many of she lurgo tax puyers, who
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